
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Liberal Catholic Apostolic Church 

An introduction to the Church and  our work 

 

This booklet provides some answers to key questions about the Liberal 

Catholic Apostolic Church that are asked by enquirers around the world. 

It is intended to help th ose who are new to our Church understand our 

philosophy and ethos, and perhaps decide whether the Liberal Catholic 

Apostolic Church might be for them. 

 

This booklet was prepared and authorised by the Church in May 2008. 
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What is the history of the Church? 
 

The Liberal Catholic Apostolic Church (LCAC) is a fully 
independent and autocephalous Catholic denomination in 
the liberal tradition. It came into being as a result of the 2008 
special commission to The Liberal Rite to continue the work 
of the late Archbishop Harold Nicholson (Mar Joannes I) 
(1905-68), founder of the Ancient Catholic Church, and the 

consequent union of this spiritual heritage together with that of The 
Liberal Rite into a new body in the form of the present LCAC. 
 
 

Memberships 
 

The Liberal Catholic Apostolic Church is a member of the 
International Council of Community Churches (ICCC). The 
ICCC is a member of the World Council of Churches, Churches 

Uniting in Christ, The National Council of Churches (USA) and Christian 
Churches Together in the USA. 
 
 

In brief, what is the ethos of the Church? 
 
The ethos of the Church combines several distinct and equally valuable 
elements. These are:- 
 

 the historic sacramental traditions of Catholicism, handed down 
over centuries and with particular emphasis on the pre-Nicene 
tradition  

 

 theological liberalism, reflecting a modern and enlightened 
approach to the Christian tradition  

 

 synchretic ecumenism, embracing an esoteric and philosophical 
outlook and emphasising the unity of different faiths  
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The Church stands in the historic Apostolic Successions from both the 
Churches of the East and the West, and principall y the successions of the 
Apostolic Episcopal Church as conveyed by its Emeritus Primate, 
Archbishop Bertil Persson. It has significant ties with the historic Liberal 
Catholic movement and is spiritual protector of the worldwide 
Independent Liberal Catholic Fellowship. 
 
Unlike many independent Catholic churches, the Liberal Catholic 
Apostolic Church is non-dogmatic in nature, standing firmly in the liberal 
and esoteric traditions, and is open to the insights of all faiths and 
philosophies. This openness means that the Liberal Catholic Apostolic 
Church has a unique spiritual character and appeal, and that its mission 
reaches beyond conventional boundaries to embrace a genuine 
universality. We see our work as firmly grounded in the wish of Our 
Saviour Jesus Christ that His church strive to attain unity in the face of its 
differences, and thus conceive the LCAC as a primarily ecumenical body.  
 
The Liberal Catholic Apostolic Church has no current organizational 
connexion with any other church or community other t han those which 
are members of the Independent Liberal Catholic Fellowship. 
 
 

What does this ethos reflect in practice? 
 
The Church has adopted the following Principles of Spiritual Foundation 
to express its ethos. These Principles serve as guidance and a source of 
unity, as well as expressing the teaching of the Church. 

 
God  
We believe in one God, present in all things, both 
seen and unseen, and that He is an eternal mystery, 
beyond human understanding. We teach that God 
is infinite, eternal, transcendent and immanent. He 
is the one essence from which all forms of existence 
ÁÒÅ ÄÅÒÉÖÅÄȢ Ȭ)Î ÈÉÍ ×Å ÌÉÖÅ ÁÎÄ ÍÏÖÅ ÁÎÄ ÈÁÖÅ ÏÕÒ 
ÂÅÉÎÇȭ ɉ!ÃÔÓ ΫαȡάβɊȢ 7Å ÂÅÌÉÅÖÅ ÔÈÁÔ 'ÏÄΈÓ ÌÏÖÅ ÉÓ 
unconditional. We affirm our commitment to peace 
and to self-responsibility.  

 
 


